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���� A Winter’s Tale – David Essex – Notes ���� 
 

� Activity type: gap fill. 

 

� Grammar: Tense Review.  

 

� Time: 20 mins. 
 

� Note: David Essex released this in December 1982 – it reached Number 2 in the British 

charts. It was written, on Essex’s request by Mike Batt and Tim Rice. 
 

 

1) Give each student a copy of the worksheet, folded so they cannot see the lyrics. Play the 

song – students number the verbs as they hear them in the song. (Note that they will hear 

the chorus three times, and the verb to be appears often, so count only the first time!) 

 

Key: 

1. be - 1 

2. burn - 5 

3. close - 2 

4. cover - 3 

5. fail - 8 

6. follow - 4 

7. hear - 12 

8. hope - 15 

9. know - 6 

10. listen - 13 

11. mean - 9 

12. ring - 11 

13. stand - 10 

14. take - 7 

15. wish - 14

 

2) Tell students to unfold the worksheet. Working in pairs, they try to complete the lyrics with 

the missing words based on context and their answers to Activity 1). They should also try 

to conjugate the verbs as used in the song. 

 

3) Play the song. Students check and correct.  

 

4) Discuss the different tenses used in the song. 

 

5) Sing together. 
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���� A Winter’s Tale – David Essex ���� 
 
1. Listen and number these verbs in the order you hear them in the song. 

    

1. be 

2. burn  

3. close 

4. cover 

5. fail  

6. follow 

7. hear 

8. hope 

9. know 

10. listen 

11. mean 

12. ring 

13. stand 

14. take  

15. wish

 

____________________________________FOLD___________________________________ 

 

2. Look at the lyrics and complete the gaps with the missing verbs – you will have to 

conjugate most of them. 

 

The nights ________ colder now. 

maybe I should ________ the door, 

And anyway the snow ________ all your footsteps 

And I can ________ you no more. 

The fire still ________ at night, 

my memories ________ warm and clear; 

but everybody ________ 

it'________ hard ________ alone at this time of year. 

 

Chorus: 

It ________ only a winter's tale, 

Just another winter's tale, 

And why should the world ________ notice 

of one more love that'________? 

A love that can never ________ 

Though it ________ a lot to you and me 

On a worldwide scale 

we'________ just another winter's tale 

While I ________ alone 

A bell ________ far away 

I wonder if you ________, 

I wonder if you'________ 

I wonder where you ________ today. 

Good luck! I ________ you well, 

and for all that wishes may ________ worth 

I ________ that love and strength 

________ with you for the length 

of your time on Earth. 

 

Repeat Chorus twice 
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���� A Winter’s Tale – David Essex – Complete ���� 
 

 

The nights are colder now 
maybe I should close the door 

and anyway the snow has covered all your footsteps 

and I can follow you no more 
the fire still burns at night 

my memories are warm and clear 
but everybody knows it's hard to be alone at this time of year 

 
Chorus: 

 
It was only a winter's tale 

just another winter's tale 
and why should the world take notice 

of one more love that's failed 
A love that could never be 

though it meant a lot to you and me 
On a world wide scale we're just another winter's tale 

 

While I stand alone 
A bell is ringing far away 

I wonder if you hear, I wonder if you're listening 
I wonder where you are today 

Good luck! I wish you well 
for all that wishes may be worth 

I hope that love and strength 
are with you for the length of your time on Earth 

 
Repeat Chorus twice 

 

 


