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Fergal Kavanagh Tune Into English   
Using Pop Music to Enhance Language Teaching
One of the best ways to involve students in the learning process is to use pop music. This powerful and motivating teaching tool engages the student emotionally, helping to fix vocabulary and structures into long-term memory. Practical examples will be included to show how songs can best be exploited in the language classroom.

Fergal Kavanagh has taught in Italian State schools, the British Council and the University 'L'Orientale',Napoli. He is co-author of Team Up in English, a text book for the lower secondary school, published by ELI (2008, new edition 2011). His website www.tuneintoenglish.com (nominated for a 2012 ELTons Award) and travelling Roadshow promote the use of songs as his preferred method of teaching.
Your favourite website:  My own, www.tuneintoenglish.com. It started life as a simple resource for teachers and has evolved into the web’s largest free resource for learning English through pop music. Not a day goes by that I do not visit it (and not just because it’s my home page!) 
.

A gadget you can’t live without: My Power Point remote control.
Something you'd never throw away: As anyone who has been to my apartment will confirm, the list is rather long! Given the context an honourable mention goes to the plaque which the IES Don Bosco, Valverde del Camino, presented to me when I visited them for the Tune Into English Roadshow.
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Who or what inspires you? Musicians. I am a failed guitarist – when asked what instrument I play I reply “the CD”. Music is another language, but while I am unable to write the syllabus, the students and I “speak” it very very well during the Tune Into English Roadshow!
Useful teaching tool: Songs!
Your favourite lesson: It’s actually non-music based so I have not been able to do it for a while. It highlights the three conditional forms very clearly. Make three sentences, one for Mitt Romney, one for Jeb Bush and one for yourself. Keywords: become President, reduce taxes. This was shown to me by James Ratcliff (thanks James!)
Your favourite bit about your talk: When the teachers dance at the end!
A lesson you've learnt while teaching: Keep them interested – try to make them want to be in your lesson!!!
