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easy come, easy go: a
common phrase
meaning when
someone is not
worried about gaining
or losing anything.

Is this the real life? Is this just fantasy? Oh, mamma mia, mamma mia
Caughtina landslide®, no escape fromreality
Openyour eyes, look up to the skies and see
I'mjustapoorboy, | need no symgath)(9
Because I'm easy come, easy go
Little high, little low

Any way the wind blows doesn’t really matter

tome, tome

— Mamma mia:
the song that
replaced
Bohemian

Mamma mia, let me go
Beelzebub has a devil put aside for me,
for me, forme

Rhapsody as the
UK Number One
in early 1976 was
ABBA's Mamma
Mia.

hink 19 ., 20
little high, little low: the Foycuthinkyou CUEICEEaEE R

indefinite article ‘a’ is
incorrectly omitted here.

inmy eye?
Soyou think you can love me and leave me to

die?
any way: ‘any’ is a ) . : .
determiner and ‘way’ is Mama, just killed a man Oh, baby, can't do this to me, baby Beelzebub: a
a noun, together Puta gun against his head, Just gottagetout, major spirit of
meaning ‘by any means'". - 11 . . . evil in the Old
The adverbiiirway'is pulled my trigger ', now he's dead justgotta getright outta here Testament,
E una delle canzoni an adverb meaning Mama, life had just begun Ooh equivalent to the

tion, freeinform and structure, that expresses
powerful emotions and tells a dramatic story.

In honour of the genre, in 1975 English rock band '
Queen produced the six-minute song Bohemian
Rhapsody. The track, an eclectic montage of dis-
tinctive styles, became the band’'s magnum opus.
It spent nine weeks at number one in the UK, re-
turning to the top of the charts? for a further? five
weeks after singer Freddie Mercury’'sdeathin1991.
It begins with the singer’s feeling of helpless-
ness3. An unidentified mistake leads into a con-
fession while he awaits his fate4. Brian May's
now-famous guitar solo leadsinto a multi-tracked
operaticsection, which evokesthe singer'sdescent
into hell with references to mythical and historic
figures. Withthe limited studio technologyavailable
at the time, the band took three weeks to record
this part alone. The song arrives at its climax with
a defiant rants accompanied by hard-rock guitar,
before concludingwithanacceptance

devil. .

piu ascoltate di
sempre, celebrata per
la complessita della
musica e del testo.

‘regardless*?. But now I've gone and thrown it allaway
Mama, ooh, didn't mean to make you cry
If I'm not back again this time tomorrow

Carryon, carry on as if nothing really matters

n music, a rhapsody is an orchestral composi-
Ooh, yeah, ooh, yeah

Nothing really matters, anyone can see
Nothing really matters

Nothing really matters tome

Any way the wind blows

just killed a man
didn't mean to make
you cry: songs often
incorrectly omit the
subject (T' in this case).

SCAN, READ

& LISTEN ~  Toolate, my time hascome

' Sends shivers'” down my spine™®,
-1 body’saching™” all the time
- Goodbye, everybody, I've got to go
—— Gotta leave you all behind and face the truth
Mama, ooh (any way the wind blows)

al

»
silhouetto: an invented
Italianism, adding o to
the word ‘silhouette’.

UPPER INTERMEDIATE @
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got to go/gotta: ‘T have
got to’ is the informal
equivalent of ‘I need to".
The auxiliary ‘to have'is
often omitted and, in
spoken English, is
contracted ‘to gotta'.

Idon'twannadie —— Scaramouche: a coward

or clown in the 16th
century Italian
commedia dell'arte.

1 charts: classifiche

2 further: altre, ulteriori
3 helplessness:
impotenza

fate: destino

rant: sfogo, invettiva
inner turmoil:
turbamento interiore

| sometimes wish I'd nev er been born atall

| seeallittle silhouetto of aman

face the truth: Freddie
Mercury's parents
followed the ancient
Persian religion

Scaramouche, Scaramouche, willyou do the Calilen o

17th-century Italian
astronomer for guitarist
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Fandango?

7 to redeem: redimere that we should take life as it comes. S Thunderbolt™® and lightning*®, very, very _ )
8 landslide: frana ; . . Zoroastrianism, where ] ] Brian May, who is
: Given the difficulty of performing . . frightening me _
9 sympathy: compassione . -, people are judged in s passionate about
10 regardiess: a the complex song live, the band re- & the afterlife?7. (Galileo) Galileo, (Galileo) Galileo, Galileo astronomy.

corded what became recognised
as the first-ever music video. Al-
though songwriter Mercury

prescindere,
indipendentemente da
11 trigger: grilletto

Figaro, magnifico

Figaro: a reference to

fan go: a Spanish 18th-century Austrian

But I'm just a poor boy, nobody loves me
dance, although also

5 Eoaam et . , Scan this QR code
ﬁ :2:\,’]353';;2\;?0“ ale refused to discuss the mean- “, slang for death by He'sjusta f;oor boy froma poor family ;%r:msﬂ;;:z??izggfra with yo;lr

. . . : A A=TR A A . smartphone or
14 to ache: dolere, fare ing of the song, some think hanging. Spare him " his life from this monstrosity tablet and listen to

the official song on
YouTube while
reading the lyrics.

male
15 thunderbolt: fulmine
16 lightning: saetta
17 the afterlife: aldila
18 to spare: risparmiare
19 to stone: lapidare
20 to spit: sputare

it describes his own inner %
turmoil® (Mercury was gay p— ‘ |
butlivingwithhisgirlfriend  §77 -~ #

at the time.) In 2024, how-
ever, the remaining band
membersdeclaredthatthe

frightening me:
this incorrectly
omits the
preposition ‘to".

Easy come, easy go, will you let me go?
Bismillah, no, we will not letyou go
(lethimgo)

Bismillah, we will not let you go (let him go)
Bismillah, we will not let you go (let me go)

Fergal Kavanagh runs the website
www.tuneintoenglish.com,
the web’s largest free resource

song was inspired by an ac-
cidental murderer who, like
Goethe's Faust, sells his soul
to the devil, yet redeems? it
intheend.®

Freddie Mercury, lead
singer with the rock group
Queen during the Live Aid
concert, 1985.
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Bismillah:
meaning ‘in
the name of

Allah' in Arabic.
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Will not letyou go (let me go)

Will not let you go (never, never, never,
never let me go)

No, no, no, no, no, no, no

for learning English through
pop music. o




