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Pharrell
Williams

Happy

Il ricercato produttore delle celebrita pop e
R&B indossa il suo cappello da cantante per
questa accattivante ode alla positivita.

resh from his hugely*-successful
F collaborations as a musician with
Daft Punk and as a producer with
Madonna, American record producer,
songwriter and rapper Pharrell Williams
was asked to write a song for the animat-
ed film Despicable? Me 2. After the mov-
ie's producers rejected3 several4 versions,
Pharrellsays he asked himself “What does
a good moodsS feel like?” The result was
Happy anditbecamethe biggest-selling
single of 2014, winning two Grammys. It
is the UK's best-selling song of the 21st
century (so far).
Written completely in the present sim- |
ple, the upbeat® song opens with the
singer warning? listeners that some
people might®find it crazy that he is so
happy. The chorus? then kicks in?, con-
sisting of four imperatives and if-clauses.
In the second verse, Pharrell hears some
badnewsbutitdoesn'taffecthimbecause,
asthe bridge* repeats, nothing can bring
himdown. Thechorusissungsixtimesand
makes up most of the song, ensuring that
the track caught on*? with listeners.
Happy also became a viral hit because of
“the world’s first 24-hour video”, featuring
celebrities and animated Minions*3 danc-
ingtothesongthroughoutthe courseofa
dayin Los Angeles, leading to fans all over
the world making imitation videos. ®
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It might seem crazy what I'm ‘bout to say
Sunshine, she's here, you can take a break

— ‘bout: an abbreviation of
‘about’. Songs often

she’s here: the sun does —
not have a gender but is
usually referred to as
masculine. The moon is
usually referred to as
feminine.

Here come: the final 's’ —
for the third person of
e verb (‘here comes bad

Oscar-nominated US singer-
songwriter and producer
Pharrell Williams; his 2014
single Happy was featured on
the soundtrack of the movie
Despicable Me 2.
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I'm a hot-air balloon that could go to space
With the air like | don't care, baby by the way

shorten words to make
them easier to sing.

Huh (Because I'm happy)

Clap along*4if you feel like aroom without a roof
(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like happiness is the truth
(Because I'm happy)

Clap along if you know what happiness is to you
(Because I'm happy)

Clapalongifyou feellike that's what you wanna do

L by the way: this phrase
is often used in English
as a filler

roof, truth, you, do: the
repetition of the /u:/
sound to end each line

Here come bad news talking this and that (Yeah)
Well give me all you got, don't hold back (Yeah)

Welll should probably warnyou I'll be just fine
(Yeah)

No offense to you, don't waste® your time
Here's why

. vowek,” sound of.each
~ word is spelled -
'méntly. :
S " ‘!‘ ~‘
— hold back: thisisa
phrasalyerbmeaning

(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like aroom without a roof to stop yourself from
(Because I'm happy) expfﬁg how you

really fe(:: :

Clap alongifyou feel like happiness is the truth
(Because I'm happy) %
Clap along if you know what happiness is to you
(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feellike that's what you wanna do

Uh, bring me down

LOWER INTERMEDIATE @

\_l GLOSSARY make someone feel
1 hugely: j hapEsy
enormemente
2 despicable:

e -. -
bring me down: t'lfs —
phrasabverb means ‘t0

disprezzabile

3 toreject: rifiutare

4 several: diverse

5 good mood: buon
umore

6 upbeat: allegra

7 to warn: avvertire

8 might: potere

9 chorus: ritornello

0 to kickin:
scandire il ritmo

11 bridge: ponte

12 to catch on:
prendere piede

13 minions: galoppino

14 clap along: applaudire

15 filler: tappabuchi

16 nursery rhyme:
filastrocca

17 vowel: vocale

18 to spell: compitare

19 to waste: sprecare

Scan this QR
code with your
smartphone or
tablet and listen

to the official
song on YouTube
while reading
the lyrics.

Can't nothing bring me down

My level's too high to bring me down
Can't nothing bring me down, | said
Bring me down, can’t nothing

Bring me down

My level's too high to bring me down
Can’t nothing bring me down, | said

— can't nothing: an
incorrect double
negative, with incorreet
word order. The correct
sentence would be
“Nothing can bring me
doWn.l”

(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like aroom without a roof
(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like happiness is the truth
(Because I'm happy)

Clap along if you know what happiness is to you
(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like that’s what you wanna do
(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like a room without a roof
(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like happiness is the truth
(Because I'm happy)

Clap along if you know what happiness is to you
(Because I'm happy)

Clap alongifyou feel like that's what you wannado i En e
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