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 Activity types: Vocabulary, ordering, movement (TPR)  
 

 Level: Elementary / Pre-Intermediate  
 

 Note: This is a cumulative Irish folk song, where each verse has a list which grows as the 
song progresses. Many cultures have this type of song, like the similar French ‘L'Arbre Est 
Dans Ses Feuilles’, the Spanish ‘Se Levanta La Niña’, the German ‘Ich Bin Ein Musikante’, 
the Italian ‘Alla Fiera Dell’Est’ and the Greek ‘Το Ντίρλι’. 
This worksheet is based on The Wiggles’ 2019 recording but there are many versions 
available. Some of these continue the song with words such as a wing, a feather, a flea and 
a rash. 

 

 
1) Ask students if they know what a bog is? A bog is soft, wet, marshy ground where in 

Ireland a fuel called peat is harvested. Tell them they are going to listen to a cumulative 
song about a bog, a rattling bog. In this colloquial context rattling and rare mean great. 
 

2) Play the opening lines of the song. How many times do they hear the word bog?  
Key: 5 
 

3) Give each student a copy of the worksheet and ask them to write the missing word in the 
opening lines. It may not be necessary to play these lines again. 
Key: valley 
 

4) Ask them to work in pairs or small groups to guess what the correct order of the pictures 
might be, and to write them in the order they think they appear in the song.  
Key:   7 – tree, 5 – limb, 2 – branch, 8 – twig, 4 – leaf, 6 – nest, 3 – egg, 1 – bird 

 
5) Feedback, then ask them to complete the final verse of the song with the eight words. You 

may need to remind them that the first (four) word(s) is the final one on the list. 
Key:  See Complete lyrics 

6) Play the song. Students check and correct if necessary. 
 

7) Ask them to think of some movements for each word. Can they make a choreography for 
the song? 
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Do you know what a bog is? Where is this bog? 
 

 
       
 
 

Listen to the opening lines of the 

song and write the missing word. 

 

There was a bog 
A rattlin' bog 

It was a rare bog 
And a rattlin' bog 

And the bog down in the _______-o 
 
The song continues, describing what is in the bog. There is a tree in the bog, and 

something else in the tree. Then something else in that, and so on.  

 
Now in this bog there was a tree 

A rare tree, a rattlin' tree 
The tree in the bog 

And the bog down in the _______-o 

 

Can you put the pictures in the correct order before listening to the song? 

 

1   2  3    4  

 

5  6    7   8  
 

Find the word for each picture and write them in the order you think they appear. 

 
 

nesttwigegglimbbirdleafbranchtree 
 

 
Complete the lyrics of the final verse of the song, then listen and check. 

 
Now in the _______ there was a _______ 
A rare _______, a rattlin' _______ 
And the _______ in the _______ 
And the _______ on the _______ 
And the _______ on the _______ 
And the _______ on the _______ 

And the _______ on the _______ 
And the _______ on the _______ 
And the _______ on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the _______-o 

 
Can you dance to the song? Invent movements for each word. 

 The Rattlin' Bog  
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There was a bog 
A rattlin' bog 
It was a rare bog 
And a rattlin' bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Chorus 
Ho, ro, the rattlin' bog 
The bog down in the valley-o 
A rare bog, the rattlin' bog 
The bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Now in this bog there was a tree 
A rare tree, a rattlin' tree 
The tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Now on this tree there was a limb 
A rare limb, a rattlin' limb 
The limb on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Now on this limb there was a branch 
A rare branch, a rattlin' branch 
The branch on the limb 
And the limb on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Now on this branch there was a twig 
A rare twig, a rattlin' twig 
The twig on the branch 
And the branch on the limb 
And the limb on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 

 
 
 

Now on this twig there was a leaf 
A rare leaf, a rattlin' leaf 
The leaf on the twig 
And the twig on the branch 
And the branch on the limb 
And the limb on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Now on this leaf there was a nest 
A rare nest, a rattlin' nest 
The nest on the leaf 
And the leaf on the twig 
And the twig on the branch 
And the branch on the limb 
And the limb on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Now on that nest there was an egg 
A rare egg, a rattlin' egg 
And the egg on the nest 
And the nest on the leaf 
And the leaf on the twig 
And the twig on the branch 
And the branch on the limb 
And the limb on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Now in the egg there was a bird 
A rare bird, a rattlin' bird 
And the bird in the egg 
And the egg on the nest 
And the nest on the leaf 
And the leaf on the twig 
And the twig on the branch 
And the branch on the limb 
And the limb on the tree 
And the tree in the bog 
And the bog down in the valley-o 
 
Repeat Chorus twice 
 
 

 The Rattlin' Bog – Complete  


