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 Activity types: Pronunciation, Phonemics/Phonetics, listening for words, vocabulary. 
 
 Level: Intermediate  

 
 Note: The lyrics of this Irish ballad were written by Cathal MacGarvey in the early 

20th century, using a traditional melody. It uses a tight rhyme scheme: Each verse is 
a double quatrain, and the first and third lines of each quatrain have an internal 
rhyme on the second and fourth feet: [aa]b[cc]b. The chorus is a single quatrain 
with the same rhyming pattern. 
This worksheet is based on Van Morrison & The Chieftains’ 1999 recording but there 
are many versions available, some with extra verses. 

 

 
1) Ask students if they know where County Down is.  

 
2) Give each student a copy of the folded worksheet and ask them to look at the map of 

Ireland with the five places marked. Ask them to listen to the song with the chorus 
sung five times and put the places in the order they appear. Point out they will in fact 
hear Derry Quay, with Quay pronounced /keɪ/ instead of the more usual /kɪ:/ 

Key: see complete lyrics 
 

3) Ask them to look at the next activity and discuss any difficult vocabulary. 
Note:  Bann – the river that runs through Banbridge 

cailín – the Irish for girl (bóithrín in the lyrics is the Irish for lane) 
  McCann – a surname 

sped – the past of speed 
yoke – a verb meaning to harness a plough 
 

Students then work together on the next activity. Note, if students are not familiar 
with phonetics, this can simply be a rhyming words activity.  
(Quay and cailín are already listed as these are not standard English pronunciations.) 
Key: 

/æ/  /eɪ/ /əʊ/ /aɪ/ /ɪ:/ /aʊ/ /e/ /eə/ 

Bann Bay clothes bride cailín brown elf fair 
McCann Quay Rose bright feet clothes head hair 

    smoke by green crown myself rare 
   yoke fireside he Down sped there 
     I me town     
     July seen       
     passerby sweet       
     right         

Note: there is a Phonetic Chart on www.tuneintoenglish.com. 

 
4) Feedback, then explain the [aa]b[cc]b rhyme scheme of the song. Play the song and 

ask students to tick the words as they hear them. 
 

5) Ask them to unfold the worksheet, and look at the lyrics. They then complete the 
gaps based on their previous listening as well as context. 
 

6) Play the song again. Students correct the words where necessary. 
 
7) Feedback, then play the song and sing together. 
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Look at the map of Ireland, then listen to the chorus of the song. In what order do 
you hear the five places marked? 
 

Bantry Bay – County Down – Derry – Dublin – Galway   
 
Rewrite the following words in the  
correct column based on their underlined  
phonemic sounds: 
(Note: the numbers are the times the words 
appear in the song) 
 
Bann – Bay – bride – bright – brown – by - cailín (6) 
clothes – crown – Down (8) – elf – fair - feet 
fireside – green – hair (2) – he – head – I – July  
McCann – me – myself - passerby – Quay (5)  
rare – right – Rose – seen (5) – smoke – sped  
sweet – there (2) – town (2) - yoke 

 

/æ/  /eɪ/ /əʊ/ /aɪ/ /ɪ:/ /aʊ/ /e/ /eə/ 

        cailín       
  Quay             
                
               
               
               
               
               

 
Listen to the song and tick words as you hear them. 

________________________________FOLD_______________________________ 

Complete the lyrics with the words from above: 
 
Near Banbridge _____ in the County _____ 

One morning last _____ 

From a bóithrín _____ came a sweet _____ 

And she smiled as she passed me _____. 
She looked so _____ from her two bare _____ 

To the sheen of her nut-brown _____ 

Such a coaxing _____, sure I shook _____ 

For to see I was really _____. 
 

Chorus: 
From Bantry _____ up to Derry _____ 

And from Galway to Dublin _____ 

No maid I’ve _____ like the brown _____ 

That I met in the County _____. 
 

As she onward _____, sure I scratched my _____ 

And I looked with a feeling _____ 

And I said, says _____, to a _____ 

“Who’s the maid with the nut-brown _____?” 

He smiled at _____, and he says, says _____, 
“That’s the gem of Ireland’s _____. 

Young Rosie _____ from the banks of the _____ 

She’s the star of the County _____.” 

 

 

 

Chorus: 
From Bantry _____ up to Derry _____ 

And from Galway to Dublin _____ 

No maid I’ve _____ like the fair _____ 

That I met in the County _____. 
 

At the harvest _____ she’ll be surely _____ 

And I’ll dress in my Sunday _____ 

With my shoes shone _____ and my hat cocked _____ 

For a smile from my nut-brown _____ 

No pipe I’ll _____, no horse I’ll _____,  
And my plough it is rust-coloured _____ 

And a smiling _____ by my own _____ 

Sits the star of the County _____ 

 
Chorus (repeat three times): 

From Bantry _____ up to Derry _____ 

And from Galway to Dublin _____ 

No maid I’ve _____ like the brown _____ 

That I met in the County _____. 

 Star Of The County Down   
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 Star Of The County Down – Complete  
 

Near Banbridge town in the County Down 

One morning last July 

From a bóithrín green came a sweet cailín 

And she smiled as she passed me by. 
She looked so sweet from her two bare feet 

To the sheen of her nut-brown hair 

Such a coaxing elf, sure I shook myself 

For to see I was really there. 
 

Chorus: 
From Bantry Bay up to Derry Quay 

And from Galway to Dublin town 

No maid I’ve seen like the brown cailín 

That I met in the County Down. 
 

As she onward sped, sure I scratched my head 

And I looked with a feeling rare 

And I said, says I, to a passerby 

“Who’s the maid with the nut-brown hair?” 

He smiled at me, and he says, says he, 
“That’s the gem of Ireland’s crown. 

Young Rosie McCann from the banks of the Bann 

She’s the star of the County Down.” 

 

Chorus: 
From Bantry Bay up to Derry Quay 

And from Galway to Dublin town 

No maid I’ve seen like the fair cailín 

That I met in the County Down. 
 

At the harvest fair she’ll be surely there 

And I’ll dress in my Sunday clothes 

With my shoes shone bright and my hat cocked right 

For a smile from my nut-brown Rose 

No pipe I’ll smoke, no horse I’ll yoke,  
And my plough it is rust-coloured brown 

And a smiling bride by my own fireside 

Sits the star of the County Down 

 
Chorus (repeat three times): 

From Bantry Bay up to Derry Quay 

And from Galway to Dublin town 

No maid I’ve seen like the brown cailín 

That I met in the County Down. 
 

Verses not featured in the Van Morrison & The Chieftains version: 
 

Verse 3 
She’d a soft brown eye and a look so sly  

And a smile like the rose in June 
And you held each note from her auburn throat, 

As she lilted lamenting tunes 
At the pattern dance you’d be in trance 

As she skipped through a jig or reel 
When her eyes she’d roll, as she’d lift your soul 

And your heart she would likely steal 

 
Verse 4 

I travelled a bit but I never was hit 
Since my roving career began 

But fair and square, I surrendered there 
To the charms of young Rosie McCann 
With a heart to let and no tenant yet 

Did I meet with a shawl or gown 
But in she went and I asked no rent 
From the star of the County Down 

 
 

 


