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���� Someone Like You – Adele – Notes ���� 
 

� Activity types: grammar, gap fill. 

 

� Grammar: Past Participles – Verbs vs Adjectives. 

 

� Level: Intermediate 

 

� Time: 40 mins. 
 
� Note: This became Adele’s first Number One single, from her second album 21. It was 
inspired by a broken relationship and features just a piano and Adele’s voice. In February 

2012 it won Grammy Award for Best Pop Solo Performance.  
 

 
1) Give each student a copy of the folded worksheet and ask them to work in pairs to complete the 
two tables. Tell them to not complete the Verb/Adjective columns in the second table at this 

stage. 

 

Keys: (note – the underlined words are the key to a later activity) 

 0%  100% 

…one noone someone everyone 

Adverb of Frequency never sometimes always 

…thing nothing something everything 

 

Infinitive Past 

Simple 

Past 

Participle 

Verb / 

Adjective 

Infinitive Past Simple Past 

Participle 

Verb / 
Adjective 

to bind   bound bound A to make made made A 
to come   came come V to marry   married married A 
to find   found found V to remind reminded reminded A 
to give gave given V to settle down settled down settled down A 
to hear heard heard V to uninvite uninvited uninvited A 

 

2) Play the song. Students listen for the words from the tables, and underline the ones they hear. 
 

3) Tell them to unfold the page so as they can see the lyrics. Ask them to complete the lyrics 
based on the previous activity and context (and indeed their previous knowledge of the song!) 

 

4) Play the song. Students check and complete. 
 

5) Explain the use of Participle Adjectives. 
These are based on verbs: 

In Present Participle Adjectives (-ing) the noun is the agent:     

 - an interesting person – the person creates interest.  

In Past Participle Adjectives (-ed) the noun is the receiver:      

 - an interested person – something interests the person.  

(Note that not all Past Participle Adjectives end in –ed e.g. given, understood) 

6) Ask them to look at the verbs in the second table – in the song are these used as Verbs or 
Adjectives? 

Key: see above 

Note that not all ‘describing’ Adjectives use the Past Participle. Can the students find any 

examples in the song? Key: shy 

 

7) Explain any difficult vocabulary. 
 

8) Sing the song together 
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���� Someone Like You – Adele ���� 
 

Complete the tables: 

 0%  100% 

…one    

Adverb of Frequency    

…thing  something  

 
Infinitive Past 

Simple 

Past 

Participle 

Verb / 

Adjective 

Infinitive Past 

Simple 

Past 

Participle 

Verb / 

Adjective 
to bind      to made    
to come      to marry      
to find      to remind    
to give    to settle down    
to hear    to uninvite    

 

____________________________________FOLD___________________________________ 

Complete the lyrics: 

 

I heard that you're __________  

That you __________ a girl 

And you're __________ now  

I _________ that your dreams _________ true  

Guess she __________ you things 

I __________ to you  

 

 

 

 

Old friend, why are you so shy?  

It ain't like you to hold back  

or hide from the light.  

I hate to turn up out of the blue ________,  

But I couldn't stay away, I couldn't fight it,  

I had hoped you'd see my face,  

And that you'd be __________ that for me 

it isn't over.

 

Chorus: 

 

__________ mind, I'll find someone like you,  

I wish __________ but the best for you, too, 

Don't forget me, I beg,  

I remember you said,  

"__________ it lasts in love,  

But __________ it hurts instead,"  

__________ it lasts in love,  

But __________ it hurts instead, yeah, 

 

 

You know how the time flies,  

Only yesterday was the time of our lives,  

We were born and raised in a summer haze,  

__________ by the surprise of our glory days. 

 

  

I hate to turn up out of the blue __________,  

But I couldn't stay away, I couldn't fight it,  

I had hoped you'd see my face,  

And that you'd be __________ that for me it 

isn't over.

 

Repeat Chorus 

 

__________ compares, no worries or cares,  

Regrets and mistakes, they're memories __________,  

Who would have known how bittersweet this would taste?  

 

Repeat Chorus twice 
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���� Someone Like You – Adele – Complete ���� 
 

I heard that you're settled down  
That you found a girl 
And you're married now  

I heard that your dreams came true  
Guess she gave you things 

I didn't give to you 
 

Old friend, why are you so shy?  
It ain't like you to hold back 
or hide from the light.  

I hate to turn up out of the blue uninvited,  
But I couldn't stay away, I couldn't fight it,  

I had hoped you'd see my face,  
And that you'd be reminded that for me 

it isn't over. 

 
Chorus:  

 
Never mind, I'll find someone like you,  
I wish nothing but the best for you, too, 

Don't forget me, I beg,  
I remember you said,  

"Sometimes it lasts in love,  
But sometimes it hurts instead,"  
sometimes it lasts in love,  

But sometimes it hurts instead, yeah, 
 

You know how the time flies,  
Only yesterday was the time of our lives,  
We were born and raised in a summer haze,  

Bound by the surprise of our glory days,  
I hate to turn up out of the blue uninvited,  

But I couldn't stay away, I couldn't fight it,  
I had hoped you'd see my face,  

And that you'd be reminded that for me it isn't over. 

 
Repeat Chorus 

 
Nothing compares, no worries or cares,  

Regrets and mistakes, they're memories made,  

Who would have known how bittersweet this would taste? 
 

Repeat Chorus twice 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


