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���� Penny Lane – The Beatles – Notes ���� 
 
� Activity types: listening for specific words, gap fill, writing. 

 

� Vocabulary: jobs / occupations 

 

� Level: Pre-Intermediate 

 

� Notes: Penny Lane is a street in Liverpool where John Lennon and Paul McCartney used to 

meet to catch a bus. The song was released as a single, together with Strawberry Fields 

Forever, in 1967 – despite producer George Martin claiming it was the Beatles’ greatest 

single release, it only reached Number 2 in the UK charts. The video was filmed in London, 

as the band did not want to travel. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1) Ask students to work in pairs to write down as many occupations as they can in 30 seconds.  

 

2) Play the song. Ask students to note which occupations they hear. 

Key: fireman, banker, nurse, barber 

 

3) Give each student a folded copy of the worksheet. Ask them to write the opposites of 

the words. 

Key:  

always  _never_____ 

to buy  _to sell_____ 

to cry   _to laugh___ 

dirty  _clean_____ 

in front of _behind____ 

goodbye ___hello_____ 

to hate  ___to like____ 

normal  ___strange___ 

to stand ___to sit_____ 

shopkeeper ___customer__ 

 

4) Play the song again, students listen for the opposites, and put them in the correct order 

that they appear in the song. 

 

5) Ask students to unfold the worksheet and to complete the lyrics, based on their 

previous answers and context. (The pictures are close to the relevant gaps) 

 

6) Play the song again, students check and correct as necessary. Feedback. 

Key: See complete lyrics – italics for the pictures, bold for the opposites. 

 

7) Answer the True or False questions together. 

Key: 

1. T 

2. F, he is showing photos 

3. F, they stop and say 

hello 

4. F, he is on the corner 

5. F, he has got a motorcar 

6. T 

7. T 

8. F, he has it in his pocket 

9. T 

10. F, she is selling them 

(note: this suggests it is 

close to Remembrance 

Day on the 11th 

November) 

 

8) Sing the song together. 

 

9) Follow up: Ask students to write a verse to describe their area and the people who live 

there. 
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���� Penny Lane – The Beatles ���� 
 

Write the opposites of these words: 
 

always  __________ 

to buy  __________ 

to cry   __________ 

dirty  __________ 

in front of __________ 

goodbye __________ 

hates  __________ 

normal  __________ 

stand  __________ 

shopkeeper __________ 
 

____________________________________FOLD___________________________________ 
 

Complete the lyrics - _ _ _ _ with the correct form of the opposites from the previous 

activity, _______ with the pictures. 
 

 

In Penny Lane there is a _ _________ showing photographs  

Of every head he's had the pleasure to know.  

And all the __________ that come and go  

Stop and say _ _ _ _.  

On the corner is a __________ with a motorcar,  

The little __________ _ _ _ _ at him _ _ _ _ his back.  

And the __________ _ _ _ _ wears a mack  

In the pouring rain, very _ _ _ _.  

Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  

There beneath the blue suburban skies  

I _ _ _ _, and meanwhile back  

In Penny Lane there is a __________ with an hourglass  

And in his pocket is a portrait of __________.  

He _ _ _ _ to keep his fire engine _ _ _ _,  

It's a _ _ _ _ machine.  

 

Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  

A four of fish and finger pies  

In summer, meanwhile back  

Behind the shelter in the middle of a roundabout  

The pretty __________ is _ _ _ _ poppies from a tray  

And though she feels as if she's in a play  

She is anyway.  

In Penny Lane the __________ shaves another _ _ _ _,  

We see the __________ _ _ _ _ waiting for a trim.  

And then the __________ rushes in  

From the pouring rain, very _ _ _ _.  

Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  

There beneath the blue suburban skies  

I _ _ _ _, and meanwhile back.  

Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  

There beneath the blue suburban skies,  

Penny Lane. 

 

Are the following sentences True of False? 

 

1. Penny Lane is a street of Liverpool. 

2. The barber is taking photos. 

3. The people run and say goodbye. 

4. The banker is in the middle of the street. 

5. He has got a bike. 

6. The children laugh at him. 

7. The banker doesn’t wear a mack in the rain. 

8. The fireman has a photo of the Queen on his 

back. 

9. He doesn’t like to keep his fire engine dirty. 

10. A pretty nurse is buying poppies. 
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 Penny Lane – The Beatles - Complete ���� 
  

 

In Penny Lane there is a barber showing photographs  

Of every head he's had the pleasure to know.  
And all the people that come and go  

Stop and say hello.  
On the corner is a banker with a motorcar,  

The little children laugh at him behind his back.  
And the banker never wears a mack  

In the pouring rain, very strange.  
Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  

There beneath the blue suburban skies  
I sit, and meanwhile back  

In Penny Lane there is a fireman with an hourglass  
And in his pocket is a portrait of the Queen.  

He likes to keep his fire engine clean,  

It's a clean machine. 
  

Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  
A four of fish and finger pies  

In summer, meanwhile back  
Behind the shelter in the middle of a roundabout  

The pretty nurse is selling poppies from a tray  
And though she feels as if she's in a play  

She is anyway.  
In Penny Lane the barber shaves another customer,  

We see the banker sitting waiting for a trim.  
And then the fireman rushes in  

From the pouring rain, very strange.  
Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  

There beneath the blue suburban skies  

I sit, and meanwhile back.  
Penny Lane is in my ears and in my eyes.  

There beneath the blue suburban skies,  
Penny Lane.  

 
 


