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“No One”

by Fergal  Kavanagh

L’avete sentita mille volte 
ma le parole vi sfuggono? 
Ecco la spiegazione di “No One”, 
il vero tormentone del 2008.
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Glossary

	   1	 topping the charts - 
raggiungendo la 
vetta delle 
classifiche.

	   2	 to hold on to a 
good thing - tenersi 
strette le cose buone.  

	   3	 no one will get in 
the way - nessuno si 
porrà come ostacolo.

	   4	 it will work out - che 
funzionerà.

	   5	 when the rain is 
pouring down - 
quando piove a 
dirotto.

	   6	 aware - 
consapevole.

	   7	 joins in at the top of 
their lungs - si 
unisce cantando a 
squarciagola.

“No One” was the first single from 
Alicia Keys’ album “As I Am.” It 
quickly became her most successful 
single to date, topping the charts1 
around the world.  In a BBC interview 
Alicia admitted it is a song about her 
own relationship and how “You have 
to hold on to a good thing2 because 
they don’t come often. Even when 
people may try to break you apart, no 
one will get in the way3 of something 
special.” She also told Billboard mag-
azine: “I needed to say this. I want 
people to feel my soul.”
The song begins with the singer reas-
suring her boyfriend she wants him 
to be nearby forever, and that their 
relationship “will only get better.” 
Others might not believe it will work 
out4 (“people keep talking”), but it 
doesn’t matter because she knows 
“everything’s going to be alright.” 
There is no one who can stop her, or 
“get in the way,” from feeling this 
way.
She is sure that in difficult times 
(“when the rain is pouring down5”) 
and when she is suffering (“my heart 
is hurting”), her boyfriend will al-
ways be there for her – “this I know 
for certain.” 
She realises what they have is spe-
cial, that there are people who look 
everywhere (“search the world”) to 
find a love like theirs, but she’s also 
aware6 that those who are jealous 
will try to break up their relationship 
(“try to divide something so real”), 
and once more reassures him that no 
one will ever (“till the end of time”) 
stop her from feeling “what I feel for 
you.”

This is one of Alicia Keys’ favorite 
songs of her own – she told the BBC 
“I love ‘No One’ so much. The most fun 
about the song is that whenever peo-
ple sing it, everyone joins in at the 
top of their lungs7. It’s such a trium-
phant song, such a triumphant feel-
ing. And, by the time you get to the 
end and sing those ‘ooohs,’ you feel 
strong.”  She performed it as a duet 
with John Mayer at the 2008 Grammy 
Awards ceremony in February, where 
the song won Best R&B Song and Best 
Female R&B Vocal Performance.

To appreciate this article fully, we 
suggest you check out the lyrics to “No 
One” on www.speakuponline.it
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