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 Last Christmas – Wham! – Notes 
 
 Activity type: rhyming pairs. Comprehension. 

 
 Grammar: Mixed Tenses.  

 
 Level: Pre-Intermediate 

 
 Time: 20 minutes. 

 
Song background:  Released in 1984, this was the biggest selling single in history to never reach Number One 
in the British charts – despite selling well over a million copies, it was held off the top spot by Bob Geldof’s 
Ethiopian charity project “Do They Know It’s Christmas?” by Band Aid.  “Last Christmas” was featured in the 
2005 film “Christmas in Love”. 

 
 
1)  Write the following words on the board:  

 
again 
apart 
away 
been 
cry 
day 

eye 
eyes 
heart 
ice 
meant 
recognise 

rely      
sent 
shy 
surprise 
tears 
year 

 

2) Students match the rhyming pairs.  Note: More than one rhyming pair may be possible for some 
words, but this is not a problem at this stage.  

Key:  heart-apart, again-been, day-away, year- tears, shy-eye, ice-eyes, recognise-surprise,  
sent-meant, cry-rely 

3)  Play the song. Students listen for word pairs, numbering them in the order they appear (if 
they appear more than once, refer to the first time). Do not correct at this stage. 

 
4)   Give each student a copy of the worksheet. Before playing the song ask them to try to insert the 

missing words in the correct gaps, based on their answers to Activity 3) and context. Remind them 
that rhyming pairs come together! 

 
5)   Play the song. Students check their predictions in 4).  Correct in open class. 
 
6)   Read true/false statements in open class, check comprehension.  Students work in pairs to answer 
true false statements.  More advanced classes can correct the false statements.  Feedback. 
 
Key:  a. F, b. F, c. T, d. F, e. T 
 
7)  Read the summary in open class, students may have problems with despite, make advances, and 
be fooled by.  Students try to find the 10 errors in pairs. More advanced classes can correct the 
summary. If you don’t have time to do this in class, it can be assigned for homework. 
 
Key:  Last 25th December the singer declared his love to a woman who left him on the 26th.  He 

promises himself that this year he will fall in love with someone who loves him back. However, 
despite this promise his ex still catches his attention but unsurprisingly she doesn’t recognize 
him.  He knows if she made advances now he would fall in love with/be fooled by her again so 
he hides from her in the crowd.  He knows that she used him for emotional support last year and 
he was devastated/broken hearted/torn apart.  However at the end he knows he has found a 
true love this year and can’t be fooled by her again. 

               
8)  Sing the song together! 

 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM TUNE INTO ENGLISH!! 
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 Last Christmas – Wham! 
 

 
Chorus: 

  
Last Christmas, I gave you my heart  
But the very next _____________ 

You gave it _______________  
This ___________, 

to save me from ______________ 
I'll give it to someone special  

 
Once bitten and twice ____________  

I keep my distance but you still catch my __________ 
Tell me baby do you _______________ me?  

Well, it's been a year, it doesn't ______________ me  
 

(Happy Christmas!) I wrapped it up and _____________ it  
With a note saying "I Love You" I ________________ it  

Now I know what a fool I've _______________  
But if you kissed me now I know you'd fool me __________________ 

 
Repeat Chorus twice  

 
(Oooh. Oooh Baby) 

 
A crowded room, friends with tired ____________ 

I'm hiding from you and your soul of ________________ 
My God, I thought you were someone to ________________ on  

Me? I guess I was a shoulder to ____________ on  
A face on a lover with a fire in his ____________ 

A man undercover but you tore me _____________________ 
Oooh hooh  

Now I've found a real love you'll never fool me again  
 

Repeat Chorus twice 
 

A face on a lover with a fire in his heart  
(Gave you my heart)  

A man undercover but you tore him apart  
Maybe next year  

I'll give it to someone, I'll give it to someone special  
(Special someone)  

 
1.  Are these sentences true or false? 

a.  The song is about Easter. 
 b.  The woman in the song fell in love with him. 
 c.  She doesn’t recognise him this year. 
 d.  If she kissed him now he wouldn’t be fooled by her. 
 e.  He has found someone else this year who loves him back. 
 
2.  Correct this summary of the story- there are 10 mistakes.  Can you find them all? 
 
Last 25th November the singer declared his love to a woman who married him on the 26th.  He promises 
himself that this year he will fall in love with someone who hates him back. However, despite this 
promise his ex still catches his attention but unsurprisingly she recognises him.  He knows if she made 
advances now he would try to kill her again so he tries to find her in the crowd.  He knows that she used 
him for financial support last year and he was happy to help.  However at the end he knows he has lost a 
true love this year and can be fooled by her again. 
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 Last Christmas – Wham! – Complete 
   

Chorus:  
Last Christmas, I gave you my heart  

But the very next day 
You gave it away  

This year, 
to save me from tears  

I'll give it to someone special  
 

Repeat Chorus 
 

Once bitten and twice shy  
I keep my distance but you still catch my eye  

Tell me baby do you recognise me?  
Well, it's been a year, it doesn't surprise me  

 
(Happy Christmas!) I wrapped it up and sent it  

With a note saying "I Love You" I meant it  
Now I know what a fool I've been  

But if you kissed me now I know you'd fool me again  
 

Repeat Chorus twice 
 

(Oooh. Oooh Baby) 
 

A crowded room, friends with tired eyes  
I'm hiding from you and your soul of ice  

My God, I thought you were someone to rely on  
Me? I guess I was a shoulder to cry on  
A face on a lover with a fire in his heart  

A man undercover but you tore me apart  
Oooh hooh  

Now I've found a real love you'll never fool me again  
 

Repeat Chorus twice  
 

A face on a lover with a fire in his heart  
(Gave you my heart)  

A man undercover but you tore him apart  
Maybe next year  

I'll give it to someone, I'll give it to someone special  
(Special someone)  

 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM TUNE INTO ENGLISH!! 
 


