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 Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer - Notes 
 
 Activity type: vocabulary, rhyming words, gap fill 

 
 Grammar: past perfect simple, past perfect continuous , the narrative tenses.  

 
 Note: This is one of the most popular Christmas comedy songs in the U.S.A., recorded by Elmo 

Shropshire, better known as Dr. Elmo.  It tells the story of Grandma drinking too much at her family’s 
Christmas party, then having an unfortunate accident on the way home to get her medicine. Originally 
recorded in 1979, it has gone on to sell over 10 million copies. Note: Some students may be upset 
that Grandma dies at the end, so emphasise that in the video (on www.tuneintoenglish.com) Grandma 
survives. You can discuss morals to the story such as safety issues- drinking and driving, going out in 
blizzards etc. 

 
 
1) Ask the students the following questions: 
 

• How did you spend your last Christmas Holiday? 
• What had you done to prepare for the Holiday? 
• What had you been doing during the month of December before Christmas? 
• What Christmas traditions do you know about in English-speaking countries? 

 
2) Give each student a copy of the worksheet, and ask them to complete the Vocabulary activity. 
 
3) Correct (for key, see final page of this worksheet). 
 
4) Write the following words on the board, and ask students to match the rhyming pairs (note that there 

is one group of three rhyming words): 
 

attack 
believe 
elves 
fig 
go 

Mel 
black 
Eve 
snow 
well 

back 
wig 
yourselves 

 
Key:  attack – back – black; believe – Eve; elves – yourselves; fig – wig; go – snow; Mel – well 

 
5) Before playing the song ask students to try to insert the missing words, as listed in 4), in the correct 

gaps, based on context and their rhymes. Point out that one of the words in the group of three is 
used twice.  

 
6) Play the song. Students check their answers to 5) and complete the worksheet. 
 
7) Correct, and sing together.  
 
8) Comprehension:  Ask students the following questions: 

• What had Grandma been drinking too much of? 
• What had the family begged her not to do? 
• What had she forgotten to do? 

 
9) Grammar: What grammar do these three questions use?  (Past Perfect Simple, Past Perfect Cts)     

Do they refer to something happening before or after the reindeer accident?  
What is the difference between the simple and continuous forms?  
 

10) What is the moral to this story?  Elicit ideas from class- some are really funny (Possible key: see 
note above). 

 
11) Homework:   

• Invent 3 more things that had happened (tip: quantity expressions) and had been happening 
(tip: time expressions) before Grandma had the reindeer accident. 

• Write your own short Christmas story (this could also be a Speaking activity) 
Tip:  Use a time line before you write- start in the middle of the time line (past simple and 
past continuous).  Flashback to the beginning of your time line (past perfect simple and past 
perfect continuous).  Write the end of your time line to finish your story (past simple, past 
continuous). 
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 Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer – Dr. Elmo 
 
Complete the following sentences with the correct form of the words or phrases in the box. 
 
[to get run over]  [no such thing as]  [to stagger out]  [hoof prints]   wig   [to be proud of]   reindeer   
[to watch out for (sthg/sbdy)]   licence    sleigh    elves    [eggnog]   medication  [to wonder]   
 

1. The doctor gave me some ____________ for my head cold. 
2. A black cat  _____________ by a fire engine but miraculously it survived.  
3. Some typical Christmas drinks are apple cider, Irish coffee and ____________. 
4. Most people think there is ________________ as Father Christmas, but I believe he exists. 
5. Horses often leave ______________ in the sand when they run on the beach. 
6. New York is a dangerous city.  You had better _______________ yourself when you visit there. 
7. The party-goer had drunk too much whiskey and ____________ of the bar and into a taxi. 
8. Father Christmas drives a _____________  which is pulled by eight ____________ (plus Rudolf) and has a lot   

of __________ who help him make toys. 
9. The teacher _____ very _________________ her students for learning the narrative tenses so well. 
10. I _______________ why so many adults don’t believe that Santa Claus is real.   
11. He doesn’t have any hair so he wears a ______________. 
12. In Europe you must be 18 to get your ____________ to drive a car. 

 
Listen to the song and complete the lyrics. 
 

(Chorus) 
Grandma got run over by a reindeer 

walking home from our house Christmas _______.  
You can say there's no such thing as Santa  
but as for me and Grandpa, we ________.  

 
She'd been drinking too much eggnog  
And we'd begged her not to ____________ 
But she'd forgot her medication  
and she staggered out the door into the ________.  
 

When we found her Christmas morning  
at the scene of the _______________.  
She had hoof prints on her forehead,  
And incriminating Claus marks on her _______________.

repeat chorus 
 
Now we’re all so proud of Grandpa.  
He's been taking this so_____________.  
See him in there watching football,  
drinking beer and playing cards with cousin ______.  
 

It's not Christmas without Grandma  
All the family dressed in __________.  
And we just can't help but wonder:  
Should we open up her gifts or send them _______?  
(Send them _______!)

repeat chorus  
 

Now the goose is on the table.  
And the pudding made of ______________  
And the blue and silver candles,  
that would just have matched the hair in Grandma's _____.  
 

I've warned all my friends and neighbours,  
"Better watch out for _________________!  
They should never give a licence 
to a man who drives a sleigh and plays with ___________.” 

repeat chorus twice 
 

Merry Christmas! 
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 Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer – Complete 
  

1. The doctor gave me some medication for my head cold. 
2. Billy’s cat got run over by a fire engine, and unfortunately it died. 
3. Some typical Christmas drinks are apple cider, Irish coffee and eggnog. 
4. Most people think there is no such thing as Father Christmas, but I believe he exists. 
5. Horses often leave hoof prints in the sand when they run on the beach. 
6. New York is a dangerous city.  You had better watch out for yourself when you visit there. 
7. The party-goer had drunk too much whiskey and staggered out of the bar and into a taxi. 
8. Father Christmas drives a sleigh which is pulled by eight reindeer (plus Rudolf) and has a lot of elves who help 

him make toys. 
9. The teacher was very proud of her students for learning the narrative tenses so well. 
10. I wonder why so many adults don’t believe that Santa Claus is real.   
11. He doesn’t have any hair so he wears a wig. 
12. In Europe you must be 18 to get your licence to drive a car. 
 

  
(Chorus) 

Grandma got run over by a reindeer 
walking home from our house Christmas Eve.  
You can say there's no such thing as Santa  

but as for me and Grandpa, we believe.  
 

She'd been drinking too much eggnog  
And we'd begged her not to go 
But she'd forgot her medication  
and she staggered out the door into the snow.  
 

When we found her Christmas morning  
at the scene of the attack  
She had hoof prints on her forehead,  
And incriminating Claus marks on her back 

 
repeat chorus 

 
Now we’re all so proud of Grandpa.  
He's been taking this so well  
See him in there watching football,  
drinking beer and playing cards with cousin Mel.  
 
 

It's not Christmas without Grandma  
All the family dressed in black.  
And we just can't help but wonder:  
Should we open up her gifts or send them back?  
(Send them back!)

repeat chorus  
 

Now the goose is on the table 
And the pudding made of fig  
And the blue and silver candles,  
that would just have matched the hair in Grandma's wig  
 

I've warned all my friends and neighbours, 
"Better watch out for yourselves!  
They should never give a licence 
to a man who drives a sleigh and plays with elves.” 

 
 

repeat chorus twice 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 


