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The ‘Real World’ Classroom 
 
 
Dear English Language Teacher, 

 
In this year’s symposium, we will investigate how we can bring the real world and real English into 
the classroom. The use of authentic materials ensures that learners are exposed to natural, real 
English. This can be very motivating as they are engaged in topics and materials which are 
relevant to their world and it ensures that their learning has a real life outcome. In Jordan, we are 
lucky to have so many resources: from radio to signs, magazines to film, English is everywhere. As 
teachers, we need to know how to access and exploit this material in the classroom.  
 
Papers will deal with the following topics: 
 

• Using literature and poetry  

• Social networking and internet chat 

• Exploiting the internet and e-mail 

• Radio and podcasts 

• Using music 

• ‘Real’ project work 

• Adverts and signs 

• Realia 

• Exploiting newspapers and magazines 

• TV and DVD 
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